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THE SUFFICIENCY OF 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 


By EVANGELIST HYMAN APPELMAN 
(Preached over Christian Business Men’s Noonday Program Sta- 
tion WJJD, Chicago, February 17, 1943 and mechanically recorded for 


The Sword of The Lord). 


I read you some verses of Scripture from the sixth chap- 


_ter of the gospel according to John. I begin reading with 


the sixty-sixth verse. It is in the middle of a story, but Iam 
sure those of you who are interested will read what pre- 


~cedes these verses. 


“From, that time many of his disciples went back, and 
walked no more with him. 


“Then said Jesus unto the 


twelve, Will ye also go away? 


“Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 

“And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” 


May we study together the an- 
swer of Peter, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life. And we believe and 
are sure that thou art that Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” 

Some of you remember the inci- 
dent in the sixth chapter of the 
gospel of John. The Lord Jesus 
had . fed. the five thousand, had 
shown His miraculous power in 
taking care of the physical needs 
of the people round about Him. 
Of coursé, that drew a multitude 
about the Saviour, some curiosity 
seekers, others who wanted more 
of that free food, thinking that if 
they followed Him, why, they 


® 


would get something for nothing. 
Jesus took advantage of that op- 
portunity to preach to them that 
‘marvelous sermon on His being the 
Bread of life needed by everyone 
to sustain the spiritual life, to feed 
the soul. His appeal to them was 
for a definite surrender of their 
lives, for a definite turning their 
backs upon the world to éspouse 
Him and His cause. So long as 
He was feeding the erowd, requir- 
ing nothing of them, why, then it 
‘was all right, they were willing to 
follow Him anywhere He was go- 
ing. As long as He did not expect 


(Continued on page two) 
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1. When Skeletons Come Out of 


Their Closets. 
2. Appointed To Die! 
3. America Gets Back Her Scrap 


This book of evangelistic mes-' 
sages, WHEN SKELETONS COME 
OUT OF THE CLOSETS is now on 


ag prem. It will be in the bindery 


efore you get this paper, ready 
to mail by the time we get your 
orders or a few days afterwards, 


| ; Here are eleven of the editor’s 


most popular sermons. Some are 
to salina Christians, like America 
Gets Back Her Scrap-Iron and The 
Backslider and Christians Watch- 
ing Jesus Die. Others are stern, 


sin-convicting messages to alarm 


and arouse lost sinners and to 


Editor’s Newest Book Ready in a Few Days 


some are very tender appeals, mak- 
ing plain the plan of salvation. 
God has richly blessed these mes- 
sages. : 

This is a big book of 192 large 
pages, bound in wine colored cloth, 
stamped in gold, with purple print- 


ed jacket as“pictured. An ideal 
oC for BFS ost for soul win- 


ners, for backslidérs, for lost sin- 


ners. This beautiful 
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Happy Account of 


Service Men Saved 
Mrs. John Curtis Tells of Blessed 


Results in Victory Centers for Serv- 
ice Men At Chicago and Wauke- 
gan, Under Direction of Chicago 
Christian Business Men's 
Committee 


Many readers of The Sword. of 
The Lord have heard the daily (five 
days weekly) broadcast of the 
Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee over radio WJJD, Chicago, at 
12:30, p. m., 1130 on the dial. 
These services are held in the Vic- 
tory Center for Service Men, at 
52 West Washington Street, Chi- 
cago, where, beside the auditorium, 
there are: a kitchen; dining room 
where soldiers are served free cof- 
fee, cakes, etc.; tables for check- 
ers; table tennis;. desks for writing 
and plenty of nice chairs for read- 
ing; beside prayer rooms and of- 
fice. 

This committee of Chicago 
Christian Business Men also main- 
tains a similar Center for service 
men at Waukegan. We are happy 
to have a letter from Mrs. John 
Curtis telling of some precious 
souls saved in the Service Men’s 
Centers. Mr. Curtis is one of the 
Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee. Mrs, Curtis did not write for 
publication, but we believe she will 
be willing for us to print this 
thrilling account of souls saved, 
since it will encourage people to 
pray, and we trust will encourage 
them. to give to the support of this 
fine work. 


Mrs. Curtis's Letter 


“Monday, June 7, 1943 
“Dear Friends in Christ: 

“T have been thinking so much 
of you dear folks and each day 
I plan to write you but my days 
are so full — when evening comes 
I really am too weary to write, es- 
pecially at length. Of late, I have 
had real special joy in giving out 
your splendid books and booklets 
to service men, in each case where 
there is a special need. For in- 
stance, one noon a fine young man 
(sailor) came in to our Chicago 
Center heart-broken and sad and 
weary. While in our canteen, he 
asked to talk to a clergyman. One 
of the men workers (Mr. Martin 
who is now our director) dealt with 
him and led him to Christ. How- 
ever, Mr. Martin had to leave soon 
after for Waukegan and he turned 
him over to me to give him a Tes- 
tament and some other help. I had 
such a good opportunity to talk to 
him and after a short while he 
broke down and sobbed out loud. 
He pulled a crumpled telegram out 
of his pocket and handed it to me. 
It read, 

"Naval Message 


‘Come home at once. Your mother 
is dead. (Signed) Father.’ Of 
course, I was happy to assure him 
that some day he would see her 
in Heaven, because that day he had 
accepted Christ as Saviour. He was 
so happy then and wanted to know 


more about Heaven and I gave him 


some Scripture references, But, 
(Continued on page three) 
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HEEP GOT HOME 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 
"What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, . 


doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 
that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he 
layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he 
calleth together his friends and neighbors, saying unto them, Rejoice 
with me; for | have found "y sheep which was lost. | say unto you, 


that likewise joy shall be in 


eaven over one sinner that repenteth, 


more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need ho repen- 


tance — Luke 15:4-7. 


Lost sinners are like lost sheep.‘ 
Isaiah 53:6 says, ‘All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniqui- 
ty of us all.” And the finding of 
the lost sheep is clearly the Sav- 
iour’s way of illustrating the birth 
of a soul, the salvation of a poor 
lost sinner. 


As the Lost Sheep Might Tell It 


We have the Saviour’s account 
of the finding of the lost sheep in 
the Scripture above, It is a beau- 
tiful story. But to open our eyes 
to the beauty of wonderful, free 
salvation as revealed by the Sav- 
iour, suppose we contrast it with 
the way some people teach salva- 
tion. Let us suppose that the lost 
sheep tells the story, -and- tet -us 
see how different is the story told 
by the lost sheep, from that told 
by the Saviour Himself. These are 
the words of the lost sheep. 


“T was a poor, lost sheep; I wan- 
dered far away from the shepherd, 
far away from the pasture He had 
assigned to me. I was self-willed 
and disobedient and wicked, lost 
out in the mountains, far away 
from the fold and the shepherd. 
I realized my lost condition and 
turned to seek the Shepherd. Dan- 
gers were on every hand. I might 
have fallen over a cliff, and have 
been broken and killed on the rocks 
below. I might have fallen into a 
mountain stream which ran beside 
the slippery path. I might have 


»> 
been caught on the thorns and 
brush so I could never get away. 
Or the wolves of that wilderness 
might have caught me and de- 
voured me. I realized my desperate 
plight and my pitiful bleating echoed 
through the mountains as I made 
my way back to the Shepherd. 


“At last I found Him! At first 
He would not listen to my pitiful 
cries. He insisted first that I must 
show more humility, more evidence 
of repentance, but at last I ‘wept 
my way to Calvary.’ As last I 
was able to ‘pray through.’ At last 
the Shepherd agreed to take me, 
but I must follow Him carefully 
home. 


“So I am following the Shepherd 
home. I am fully resolved to ‘hold 


ORT Tee 


to make the fold my eternal home. 
I believe that the Shepherd has al- 
ready done His part and now it de- 
pends wholly on me as to whether 
I get to the fold. The road follow- 
ing the Shepherd is rough, but I 
intend to be faithful so the Shep- 
herd will not cast me off. 


‘When I get back to the fold I 
am going to call all the other sheep 
together and tell them to rejoice 
with me because I made it home. 
By my faithfulness, by my per- 
severance, by enduring to the end, 
I shall have safely reached the 
fold.” 


How shockingly different is that 
(Continued.on page four) 


Evangelist Hyman 
writes, “The Holy Spirit gave us 
a landslide for Jesus, a miracle vic- 
tory in the Beulah Church in De- 
troit. There were 138 conversions 
and additions. Pray for us in the 
citywide meeting in Altoona, Pa. 
John 15:7.” 


The Bill Rice - Chel Stockwell 
team on Sunday, June 6 closed two 
weeks of revival services with the 
First Baptist Church of South St. 
Paul, Minnesota. The pastor, Rev. 
Henry Van Kommer reported they 
had a very happy campaign with 
about 100 people coming forward, 
either to accept Christ as Saviour, 
or coming as backsliders, rededica- 
ting themselves to God. 

Bill and Chel are to be in a three- 
weeks revival campaign at Terre 
Haute, Indiana, from June 13 
through July 4 with Rev. H. H. 
Drake. They have some time open 
after August 1, I understand, In- 
terested pastors or churches may 
write. Evangelist William H. Rice 


at 314 Naperville Street, Wheaton, 


Illinois. 
Evangelist Fred Garland, of Roa- 


noke, Virginia, writes,. “We open]. 


in Draper, North Carolina, begin- 
ning June 20, for a community- 
wide effort. Then to Greenville, 
South Carolina for three weeks, the 
Lord willing.” Brother Fred Gar- 
land is a splendid soul-winner, and 


With the Evangelists 


Appeiman® a 


Over 200 Souls Saved in Hankins’ 
Campaign, Mobile 
We have a very fine letter from 


that powerful Southern evangelist, 
Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, of Pine 


(Continued on page two) 


‘Dr. Joz HENRY HANKINS 
Evangelist 


has fine revivals. 


issue. Mi 


out faithful.’ I am fully resolved 


whose fine letter is quoted in this et 
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The Sufficiency of the Lord Jesus Christ 


(Continued from page one) ® 


a thing from them, they were right 
there at His heels. But just as soon 
as He began to press His claims, 
‘and the claims of His kingdom, 
great numbers of them turned on 
Him and went back into the world. 


You know, it is exactly the same 
way today. You let a group of 
church members listen to a popu- 
lar preacher (what we call a popu- 
lar preacher), let him just keep 
on preaching, even though he 
preach the gospel, just let him keep 
on presenting the good news of 
God’s love, of God’s grace, of the 


mercy, of the power of the Lord 


Jesus Christ, let him never ask 
them to make any sort of a con- 
tribution financially, nor call them 
to prayer, nor insist on their go- 
ing out and witnessing to the lost; 
in short, let him not drive them to 
do anything, to make any sort of 
a sacrifice, the crowds will flock 
to his ministry. But just as soon 
as this same preacher presses up- 
on them the claims of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, of the church, even 
in this day, even in this time, the 
great majority of so-called Chris- 
tians, the great majority of church 
members, the lot of the unsaved, 
will turn their backs on the Son 
of God and go on out into their 
pitiful pleasures, their puerile pur- 
suits. That is the difference be- 
tween genuine, whole-hearted, Ho- 
ly Ghost, Christ-born, washed-in- 
the-blood Christianity, and what so 
often goes by the fair name of it 
in too dreadfully many.cases today. 


The Lord saw the crowds dwindl- 
ing away. He knew what the an- 
swer of the disciples would be, but 
He wanted to test them to them- 
selves. Therefore turning to them, 
He asked the question of the text, 
“Will you also go away?” Almost 
as always, brave, bold Peter was 
the first to answer. Peter made 
many mistakes, as when he re- 
buked Jesus for insisting on going 
to Jerusalem to die. But this is 
one time good old Peter surely put 
his best foot forward. “To whom 
shall we go?” he cried, “thou hast 
the words of eternal life, and we 
believe and are sure (you notice 


“how he says it — ‘we believe and 


are sure’) that thou art that Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” 


Now some of you have heard me 
every day since the Lord has giv- 


| en me the privilege and the oppor- 


tunity of being in these services, 
on this radio. You remember I 
spoke to you one day last week on 
“Jesus Only,” as the Saviour from 
our sins, as the Stabilizer of our 
souls, as the Source of our Sup- 
You remember I pressed 
upon your hearts, offering you 
the great invitation of -God, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and' are heavy laden, and I will 
give ‘you rest.” Then you recall 
we considered together Monday, 
(we had to miss yesterday) Jesus 


_as the Saviour. We spoke of Je- 


sus. the Saviour, of the salvation 
He offers, of the saved, that is the 
people to whom He offers this sal- 
vation, 


~ Now I want us to take one step 
further, to speak and think to- 
gether, as God gives us Spirit guid- 
ance upon this vitally important 
subject “The Sufficiency of the 
Lord Jesus Christ” -—— the absolute, 
unqualified, eternal, universal, in- 
dividual, unconditional, sufficiency 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


You know, there are as many 


differences between us as there are 


people within the .sound of my 
voite, and these are certainly tens 
of thousands, perhaps hundreds of 
thousands. Some of us are Jews. 
Some of us are Gentiles. Some of 
us are men, some women, some 
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children; some young, some old, 
some rich, some poor, some educat- 
ed, some ignorant. Some are in pro- 
fessions. Some are in trades. Some 
are in business. Some are in school. 
Some are in household activities. 
But friends, basically, fundamen- 
tally, foundationally, everyone of 
us need exactly, identically the 
same three things. 


First of all, we need forgiveness 
for the past. Everyone of us needs 
forgiveness for our sins, or our sins 
will banish us forever: from the 
presence of God, separate us for- 
ever from the love of Christ, and 
plunge us forever into the eternal 
damnation of a devil’s Hell. I re- 
peat therefore, the basic, funda- 
mental, foundational need of every- 
one of us is a new chance, a new 
birth, the forgiveness of our sins, 
the blotting out of our transgres- 
sions, the turning over, as it were, 
of a new page, for us to begin all 
over again. The second thing that 
we all need is guidance for the 
present. We need wisdom for to- 
day. We need to know what God 
wants us to do. We need to know 
what is best for us. We need to 
know where best to go, where best 
to invest our efforts, where best 
to give jour time, how best to ex- 
pend ovr talents. Then, everyone 
of us need a third thing, and that 
is, hope for the future. Not only 
forgiveness for the past, a chance 
to start over again, not only guid- 
ance the present, but also hope 
for the future, — these three are 
the basic essentials of each of our 
lives. 


Forgiveness and Cleansing for the 
Past 


Where shall we go to get for- 
giveness for the past? We know, 
everyone of us, that primarily our 
sins are against God, against. His 
word, against His Son. “Against 
thee, thee only have I sinned, and 
done this evil in thy sight,” is 
still the cry of the human heart. 
Where can we find forgiveness for 
the past? Surely we cannot find it 
in ourselves. We cannot forgive our 
own sins, Surely we cannot find 
it in each other. We cannot forgive 
each other’s sins. They have been 
committed against God, against 
Christ, against the Spirit, against 
the blessed Word, the revelation of 
God, the Bible. But thank God, the 
Lord Jesus Christ has power on 
earth to forgive sins. When we 
accept Christ Jesus as our Saviour, 
we know beyond doubt, beyond 
question, beyond peradventure, that 
in Him we = have’ redemption 
through faith in His blood, even. 
the forgiveness of our sins. 


i You .remember that marvelous 


story recorded in the second chap- 
ter of the book of Mark (I:am sire 
you will remember it when I call 
just a few of its details to your 
attention). The Lord was preach- 
ing in a house in Capernaum. The 
crowd had poured in until there 
was not room for anybody to get 
through to Him. Four men brought 
a paralyzed man to Jesus for heal- 
ing. They lowered the man through 
the roof, you remember, and 
stretched him at the feet of the 
Saviour, probably on his pallet, 
Looking at the man in pity, instead 
of saying, “Thou art healed,” in- 
stead of saying, “Thy faith hath 
made thee whole,” Jesus said, ‘‘Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” You 
remember further some of the 
scribes sitting there saying. “Why 
does this man thus speak blas- 
phemy? Who can forgive sins but 
God only?” 


Jesus knew their thoughts, per- 
haps heard their murmurings. In 
order to prove for the ages, to 
prove to them, to prove to you, to 
me, to all mankind, that He did 
have the right to forgive sins He 
said, “But that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (he saith to 
the sick of the palsy), I say unto 
thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, 
and go thy way into thine house.” 
As a demonstration of the author- 
ity which God has vested in the 
‘Lord Jesus Christ to forgive our 
sins, this paralyzed man got up, 
rolled up his bed (or blanket — 
whatever he was on), put it under 
his arm, or over his shoulder, and 
walked out of that house, his sins: 
forgiven, his body whole. Praise 
God for that wonderful manifesta- 
tion. Why, everyone within the 
sound of my voice who is a child 


of God, who is a Christian, knows 


by personal, definite experience— 
experience that not all the demons 
in Hell can take away from us, 
that Jesus.Christ can and does for- 
give sins when we close with His 
offer of mercy, when we come to 
claim His shed blood for our re- 
demption. ?‘ 


All Sufficient Help for the Present 


Second we need guidance in the 
present, strength for today. But 
where shall we find enlightenment, 
inspiration, direction for the pres- 
ent? Shall we go to our govern- 
ment? My friend, any honest gov- 
ernmental official, from the ‘pres- 
ident down to the .white wing on 
the streets of Chicago, will ad- 
mit only too heart-brokenly that 
he has not enough wisdom for his 
own life, let alone knowledge for 
the lives of others. It is impossible 
for a human being to give us guid- 
ance in which there is no mistake, 
in which there is no chance of stum- 
bling, in which there is no possibli- 
ity of failure, if for no other reason 
than that there is no earthly crea- 
ture who knows what will happen 
tomorrow, or the day after to- 
morrow, through the unfolding 
years and problems of a life-time. 


But thank God, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the blessed Son of God, 
knows the past, the present, the 
future. All of time and eternity 
are as the pages of an open book 
to Him. He is omniscient, omni- 
present, omnipotent. There is no 
such thing as uncertainty with 
Him, There are-no surprises to 
God. There are no unforeseen dif- 
ficulties. There are no problems 
that were not anticipated in Heav- 
en. There is just no chance of any 
circumstances ever coming up in 
our lives, in the lives of any of 
us, that are not known to God. 
There is no problem, no detail, no 
venture, no adventure, no need, no 
experience, wars, rumours of wars, 
sickness, sorrow, accident, wealth, 
health, joy, sorrow, — there just 
isn’t anything that can ever come 
into the life of any of us, Chris- 
tian or unsaved, but that God Al- 
mighty, but that the Lord Jesus 
Christ were already cognizant of 
it long before the foundation of 
the world. 


With us it is different. We too 
know, for example, the temptations 
our children will face. We know 
if they proceed in a certain course, 
they will surely stumble, fall, get 
into all sorts of trouble. We should 
like to help them. We should like 
to stop them, We should like to 
keep them from making the same 
mistakes we made. But we have 
not the wisdom; we have not the 
strength; we have not the re- 
sources; we have not the power. 
Not only does God know the de- 
tails of our lives in all of their wide 
ramifications, but to the Lord Je- 
sus Christ He has entrusted all 
power in Heaven and in earth. Je- 
sus has the keys to Heaven. All 
of the treasures of eternity are 
in the stewardship of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ for your weal and for 
mine, That is why Paul the apostle, 
almost at the end of his tortured, 
troublous, tormented, sacrificial, 
blood-marked, Christian life, could 
stand up and shout for all the ages, 
“And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.” And 
again, “He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?” 


You know, some of. you, that 
I was converted when I was grown. 
I had great trouble before I be- 
came a Christian, great sorrow, 
great heartache. I shed oceans of 
tears, committed untold mistakes, 
was guilty of many sins. My life 
was filled with evil. I am not brag- 
ging about these things. I never 
retell them. I never talk about 
them. I wish I could forget them. 
But oh, my friends, since I put my 
hand in the pierced hand of the 
Son of God, since I accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as my personal 
Saviour, my troubles last just as 
long as it takes for me to go to my 
prayer room, get down on my 
knees, and cast them on the Lord. 
That is as long as they last. My 
sins confront me, my temptations 
beset. me. just as long and no long- 
er than it takes for me to call on 
the name of the Lord. The blessed 
Lord Jesus Christ has power, au- 
thority, wisdom, willingness, long- 
suffering, tenderness, compassion, 
pity; patience, He has an abund- 
ance and a super-abundance of all 


that we need in the present. 


Perfect Assurance for the Future 
To Face Danger, Death and Judg- 
ment 


But, what about the future? You 
know, if God would save us and 
then let us live forever, that is all 
we would need. But we Have got 
both to live and to die. If the Lord 
tarries, if the Lord withholds His 
coming for any length of time, 
everyone of us will have to go 
through the experience of death. 
| There is no escape from that. You 
may keep away from me. You may 
never come to hear me preach, me, 
or any other preacher. You may 
never read your Bible. You may 
turn your backs on the church. You 
may say “No” to the Holy Spirit. 
You may reject the offer of salva- 
tion. But there is one officer of 
God you are not going to be able 
to put off, and that is the death 
angel. When God sends him to 
write “finis” across your record; 
when God sends him to require 
your soul at your body, or at your 
hands, there will be no way of 
pushing him away, there will be 
no way of putting him off, there 
will be no way of saying to him, 
“I’m not ready; come back some 
other time.” No, your limbs will 
straighten in the cold stiffness of 
death; the death rattle will come 
into_ your throats, the death sweat 
will bedew your foreheads. 


Thank God even death has met 
his master in the sufficiency of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Even death, 
when we face the last enemy, when 
doctors: cannot help us, when loved 
Ones cannot help us. When money 
cannot help us, when the, world 
cannot held us, when we cannot 
help each other no matter how bad- 
ly we want to, when we cannot 
help ourselves, even then, even 
death will bow vanquished before 
the mighty power of the enthroned 
Son of God. Death is just one more 
experience in the life of a child 
of God, a revealing experience, a 
redeeming experience, a releasing 
experience. How many death beds, 
how many dying saints have been 
comforted, cheered, encouraged in 
the words of the blessed Psalm- 
ist, “Yet, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.” Even when the 
death angel begins to pluck at our 
souls, when chilly Jordan begins 
to sweep its stormy waters across 
our feet, when the awful agony 
of the last struggle of dissolution 
comes upon us, oh, it is a wondrous 
thing to know that the everlasting 
arms are underneath us, that He 
who conquered death on His own 
battlefield, that He who, as Samson 
carried off the gates of Gaza, broke 
apart and forever cast away the 
gates of the grave,is our Redee- 
mer, our Saviour. 


Finally we must all appear be- 
fore the Judgment Seat of God. 
Thank God, the Lord Jesus Christ 
will be there. He will represent us. 
He will speak for us. He will plead 
His torn hands, His wounded feet, 
His open side, His thorn crowned 
brow, His. crucified body, that we 
might escape the torture of Hell 
and enjoy the bliss of Heaven. God 
for Christ’s sake will forgive our 
sins. Last of all, what about our 
final home? Again the Holy Book 
tells. us: “In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it wére not 
so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” 


Now what more is there for me 
to say? Beloved, this — if Christ 
is sufficient for yesterday, if He 
is sufficient for today, if He is suf- 
ficient for tomorrow, the thing for 
you to do, the thing for me to do, 
the thing for all of us to do is 
to accept His offer of mercy, to 
close with the offer of His grace, 
to accept and confess Him as our 
Saviour, to enthrone Him over our 
surrendered lives as our Lord and 
Master. Right now, you out yon- 
der in the great radio multitudes, 
you here in this auditorium, right 
now, out of your hearts, send up 
the prayer to God, “Lord have mer- 
cy, for Christ’s sake, on me a sin- 
ner.” The all-sufficiency of the 
Lord Jesus Christ from this day on 
forever, will be your eternal heri- 
tage. It will suffice for your past. 
It will provide for your present. It 
will guarantee your future. The 
“iss 4 Spirit lead you to Christ this 

our, ae 


With the Evangelists 
Continued from page one) 


Bluff, Arkansas, and we pass--this 
letter on to you: 
“Hotel Jefferson Davis 
- Anniston, Alabama 
June 5, 1943 
“Dear Brother John: 


“Your good letter of May 28 
reached me here where I am clos- 
ing another great meeting tomor- 
row. The Lord has blessed my ef- 
forts*With two real revivals in 
Alabama recently, my first venture 
in this state. I closed one of the 
outstanding meetings of this year’s 
work at Mobile, May 9. The Lord 
gave us over 200 souls. There was 
such high tide all through the sec- 
ond week that the pastor and I 
both completely lost count. We es- 
tablished an inquiry room just 
back of the pulpit that would ac- 
comodate 30 people and it got too 
small and we had to move to a 
larger room. I am using the inquiry 
room in all my meetings. I guess 
I’m old-fashioned, probably ‘born 
30 years too soon’ or ‘on the wrong 
side of the tracks,’ but. I do love 
to see people get on their knees 
ahd ‘seek the Lord. ’I find that more 
backslidden church members are 
coming in to the inquiry room than 
unsaved people. Also many church 
members come in who are either 
confused and uncertain about their 
salvation or have discovered that 
they are in the church unsaved. 
But, thank the Lord, not a person 
has come into the inquiry room in 


the past two months and gone out 


without victory. 


“My schedule is completely filled 
for this year. The two weeks I had 
open the last of October have been 
filled. I have.accepted an invitation 
from ‘Berean Baptist Church, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. This will 
give me five weeks in the North on 
a stretch, beginning with Wheaton, 
College, September 19. 


“Everywhere I go I find readers 
of The Sword of The Lord, and, 
withoue exception they all are 
very enthusiastic over it, I always 
inquire about it so that I can get 
the current issues to read, and nev- 
er fail to find subscribers. Per- 
sonally, I think it is the best evan- 
gelistic weekly that comes into my 
hands, Every copy is a blessing and 
inspiration to me. Your method of 
publishing full-length sermons is 
a very. wise one. They are so much 
more effective than the ‘boiled down’ 
sermons. I also call public attention 
to the paper and whenever I find 
a local person taking subscriptions 
I urge the people to see him and 
subscribe for it. I feel that I’m do- 
ing the people a favor in so doing 
and rendering a real service to the 
cause of the Lord. 

‘“ My next meeting is with the 
First Baptist Church, Ada, Okla- 
homa. I’m sure you know Dr. Mor- 
ris. Pray for us there. We will be 
in his big tabernacle. Am hoping 
and praying for a great time there. 


“I have a good many invitations 
for next year, but so far have made 
only two definite engagements. I’m 
praying that the Lord may open 
the way for some'great union cam- 
paigns. More and more am I of 
the conviction that this is the type 
campaign needed now. I know you 
are praying about this matter, too. 
Let us pray more earnestly than 
ever. I feel very much pressed in 
the Spirit about it. 

I’m going to have some more ser- 
mons for The Sword of The Lord 
right away. Hope to see you in Ju- 
ly. I am to be with Dr; Hagar Ju- 
ly 19 to 31. I am especially anxious 
to talk and pray with you about 
the matter of larger campaigns. 

“With earnest prayer for the 
blessings of the Lord upon your 
every effort and with best personal 
regards, I am 

“Yours in His dear name, 
Joe H. Hankins.” 

Why Not the Big Union Cam- 

paigns? 

Dr. Hankins is having great cam- 
paigns. We do not wonder that he 
has far more calls than he can ac- 
cept. We feel sure he will have 
blessed times in the Berean Baptist 
Church in Grand Rapids with dear 
Brother Keithley, and at Wheaton 
College in their fall campaign. 

But a man who preaches with 
the power of Dr. Hankins, who is 
accustomed to such great crowds 
and who wins so many souls, should 
be kept busy in city-wide cam- 
paigns great auditoriums, His 


ee Secon 
- 


a a rr ee ae ee ee a a ee ee ee a ee a es 


—-_ i er eet FS fat oh 


——— 8 


a. an ee ee, a a a ae ee a ee | 


Ti Fh © 06 4 rs cf © — Oo FO lL eH oe! he 


Oeo ow < 


fs eects ct's £90 by DM 


aero: 


= ti ht 


his 


— 
Bega 
vb eae 

wt - , 


3 
~ im 


> a aaa 


day, June 18, 1943 
—_—_—_ s = " " 


Te eSNG, PS AE EN ae page es ™ Kies 
il Brot si oe 8 igs 2 er; PG oe Sek Pea 2 FE PO aay Re ee PP OTS) agp nero 
- Pb Di ‘ae teres tak ath) ie Ar ted re nek ck Beratieme 
: : ; = S 4 RS / 


We ee ee ae * 
- as eating in Migrntldinyee te deans dae 


Pins BR wi. e. 
sh STOO woes, 
ae oree ae 


THE SWORD OF TH® LORD 


Happy Account of 


__ Service Men Saved 


‘(Continued from page one) 
what I really want to tell you is 


’ that ‘when I. packed my case that 


morning at home, the Lord spoke 
to me and told me to include one 
of your Heaven books. I was so 
happy to have it because I could 
give it to that boy, and I never 
shall forget how happy he was to 


‘receive it. What a comfort that 


book must have been to him. Oh! 
so often, I am happy to tell you, 
your books have come in so handy 
and helpful. One boy that I led to 
the Lord was bound with the to- 
bacco habit. How glad I was to 
be able to give him your Tobacco 
booklet. Religious But Lost is also 
such a marvelous one for many of 
the lads who have trusted Confir- 
mation, Baptism, etc., for their sal- 
vation. How blessed when they see 
the light on it and trust all to 
Christ. 

‘How we constantly praise God 
for your faithful ministry, Dr. 
Rice, and your constant appeal and 
soul-winning urging. How it has 
helped us to labor fruitfully for 
Christ. How blessed to be used to 
win these dear lonely, restless boys 
for Christ. 

“Last night (Sunday) at the 
close of a real busy day, just at 
10:45 or 11:00 p. m., one fine young 


man found Christ after breaking 
down and sobbing over his sins 
and stubbornness. At last, he arose 
from his kneeling position and 
grasped Mr. Curtis firmly by the 
hand and dried his eyes and said, 
‘It is all settled — I’ve trusted 
Christ with my whole heart and 
life.”“He told us later his mother 
was a Christian and.he knew she 
was praying for him. 

“Please, Dr. Rice, continue to 
plead with Christian mothers and 
fathers and other loved ones to 
pray for thgir boys in Service. God 
is answering these prayers every 
day. Tell the loved ones, especially 
the mothers, to let their boys know 
they are praying for them. What a 
help this is to win them. We feel 
the prayers of God’s own dear 
people and of all the mothers’ pray- 
ers especially. Tell them to pray. 

“One precious dear boy only 20 
years oldthat we wonin our Center at 
Waukegan, one Sunday evening 
phoned his dear mother (who was 
totally blind and used a Braile Bi- 
ble) and bade her goodbye, for 
he was to be sent out the next 
day. Then he came into our coffee 
shop and sat down at a table on 
which was your What Must .I Do 
to Be Saved. He was reading it 
when I went over to talk to him 
and he asked me to sit down and 
explain about Hternal Life. What 
a joy to be able to point that lad, 
homesick and alone, to Christ, the 
precious Saviour who has promised 
that He will never leave us nor 
forsake us. ‘Lo, I am with you al- 


With the Evangelists word: Praise His name! 


(Continued from page two) 


It builds up, it does not tear down. 
He is well-poised, conservative, co- 
operative. He has long experience 
as pastor of great churches, has 
been active in denominational lead- 


~ ership. He knows how to get along 


with people, he knows how to or- 
ganize a campaign, he knows how 
to win souls personally, besides be- 
ing a mighty preacher. I suggest 
that pastors and Christian workers 
canvass your own community and 
see if others would not join in a 
united campaign with Dr. Hank- 
ins. Then you may write The Sword 
of The Lord, or write Dr. Hankins 
at Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 
Perhaps some man _ reads this 
who feels led of. God to help pro- 
mote big city-wide revival cam- 
paigns. If some man has good 
training, is himself a successful 
soul-winner, with organizing gifts, 
good background, a separated life, 
and proven ability, perhaps The 
Sword of The Lord could use such 
a man full time to help set up big 
union revival campaigns for three 


or four proven evangelists with 


training, experience and spiritual 
power for that work. If your heart 
is stirred about this matter and 
you have a suggestion, either about 
one particular possible campaign 
or about a lifetime in that work, 
feel free to write us. 


Editor in Union Tent Campaign in 
Minneapolis June 27-July25 


Last Sunday, June 6, the editor 
was in Minneapolis, to meet with 
a committee of pastors of fifteen 
churches on the North Side of 
Minneapolis planning for a revival 
campaign. 

The tent will be set up on the 
school ground at 18th and Dupont 
Avenue, North. The campaign will 
continue a month, beginning June 
27 and running through July 25, 
possibly July 28. We look forward 
to a time of rich blessing with 
hundreds of souls saved. Mr. Strat- 
ton Shufelt, music director of 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, 
will be song leader and soloist. 

Sunday morning it was my priv- 
ilege to preach for the Trinity 
Church, Rev. John B. Houser, pas- 
tor, There were five or’six conver- 
sions, and a tearful happy time. 


Sunday night I preached at the} 


Broadway Covenant Church where 
Brother Hognander,is the greatly 


- loved pastor. 


I have had some time at home, 
trying to catch up on the work. I 
have greatly enjoyed the evenings 
with my family, and praise God 
for His rich blessings on The Sword 


I live for revivals 


Their hearts are 


“Many Catholic boys day by da 
find Christ. Just yesterday we had 
two Spanish Catholic boys from 
Porto Rica, both ready to be sent 
out to combat this week; came in 
(accidentally, they said, but we 
knew the Lord directed them here) 
and both left saved, with real joy 
in their hearts. 

“One husky pugilist, a soldier at 
Camp Grant, came in about a 
month ago on Sunday, sad, lonely, 
an orphan and all alone in this 
world. John led him to accept 
Christ and he went on his way re- 
joicing. Trusted Christ and found 
Him real. All that he had hoped 
for, the Lord has done for him, 
and one week after he was saved 
he came rushing up the stairs, 
seeking John. When he found him 
in the chapel service, after the lad 
stood up boldlly and gave his first 
testimony, he went over to John 
and threw his big arms around him 
and really kissed him. He was so 
happy that he found Christ and 
was now among Christian folks 
who loved the Lord. No one had 
ever before told him the plan of 
salvation — no man seemed to care 
for his soul. 

“Dr. Rice, we are amazed each 
day at the lack of knowledge of 
spiritual things among the boys in 
Service. Some do not even know 
one verse of the Bible. But when 
we deal with them, how eager they 
are to hear the good news. As one 
little gypsy boy said, ‘Oh, lady, 
that’s good. Please read that to 
me again.’ That is the way the lads 
take to the gospel as we present 
it to them. Only rarely do we have 
a scoffer. 

Please tell our Christian friends 
to keep on praying for our boys 
in the Service. Tell them to pray! 

“May the Lord continue to rich- 
ly bless you all and bless your 
work. My! how white the harvest 
is today. My daily prayer is that 
we may be used for His glory. How 
we praise Him for His Faithful- 
ness. 

‘We are surely looking forward 
to our work together at Cedar Lake 
this August 1-8. We will pray much 
for the Lord’s blessing, on the Con- 
ference. (The editor is conference 
speaker at the Christian Business 
Men’s Conference on .Evangelism. 
Jo Ke Ebeds 

“Please use the enclosed for your 
literature fund. We 3hall endeavor 
to send more real soon. 

“The boys love your What Must 
I Do to Be Saved. I fill the racks 
each time I come to the Center. 
How God is blessing that booklet! 

“We pray for you and your work. 
Please remember us to all the fam- 


“Sincerely your friends, 
The Curtises 
per Leona Curtis.” 


Some Lessons From the Above 


Letter 


1. Pray for the men in Service. 
If you pray for them, tell them so. 
y, they are 


often lonely and afraid. Pray God 


‘will save them! 
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“The Most Compre- 
hensive Single Volume 
On This Important 
Subject That I Have 
Ever Seen” - 


DR. HAROLD S.. LAIRD of Faith 

Theological Seminary, pastor 

First Independent Church of 
Wilmington, Delaware. 


In a statement of June 10, 1943 
Dr. Laird said about the book, 
Prayer — Asking and Receiving, 

“This is the most comprehensive 
single volume on this important 
subject that I have ever seen. It 
is a text book on the subject of 
prayer, Its value as such is in the 
fact that it is a-careful and well- 
nigh inexhaustible study of what 
the Word of God has to say on the 
subject. God will surely use this 
book in the lives of all who will 
read it. It will produce prayerful- 
ness where there has been prayer- 
lessness, and those who heed its 
teaching in their own prayer lives 
will experience the thrill that 
comes through definite answers to 
definite prayer. May it have a very 
wide reading.” 

328 large pages, twenty-one chap- 
ters. Price, $1.25. 

Order from 
SWORD OF THE LORD 
PUBLISHERS 


145 N. Hale St., Wheaton, Ill. 
i - C-- 


The Federal Council 
Of Churches 


“The Federal Council is not, as 
the words ‘Churches of Christ’ 
would indicate, a body of born 
again followers of the Son of God, 
but the friend and co-worker of 
Communists and Atheists, sworn 
enemies of the Church” (Dr. W. 
B. Riley). 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones writes: 
“God reached out and put His hand 
on the Russian Communists to pro- 
duce a juster order and to show 
a recumbent church what it has 
missed in its own gospel.” What 
blasphemy! 

Harry Emerson Fosdick said: 
“We expect to find the bones of 
Jesus somewhere in the grave.” 
Again we exclaim, What blasphe- 
my! 
The Bureau of Naval Intelligence 
says: “The Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America is 
a radical pacifist organization; it 
is always extremely active in any 
matter against National Defence. 
It has meddled incessantly in polit- 
ical affairs, invariably sponsoring 
the ideals of radical groups.” 

The Red network declares that 
“it issues radical pronouncements 
in favour of birth control, disarm- 
ament, negro social equality, and 
is against deportation or exclusion 
of alien red.” 

The Federal Council has been 
denounced by the American Legion 
on the ground that “it persistent- 
ly engages in activities of a radi- 
cal and communistic nature.” 

The Western Recorder — a Bap- 
tist publication — says: “It is the 
most dangerous ecclesiastical or- 
ganization in this hour.” 

The largest body of people on 
the American Continent, the Sou- 
thern Baptists, the Lutherans and 
the Southern Presbyterians, will 
have nothing to do with it. 

Kagawa says: “I think Jesus 
was a communist.’ Horrible! 

The Dies Committee says: ‘The 
Federal Council is a huge political 
machine. It interlocks with many 
of the most extreme radical organ- 
izations.” 

—From The People’s Magazine. 


2. It is easier to win soldiers and 
sailors than most people suppose. 
Do your part; set out, with. the 
Word of God and earnest prayer 
and tears, to win those you meet. 

3. Help support the work of the 
Chicago Christian Business Men’s 
Committee. It is resulting in many 
precious souls being saved. Address 
your letter to Mr, Frank Sheriff, 
P. O. Box 1130, Chicago. 

4. Get the booklet What Must I 
Do to Be Saved to lost people 
everywhere. They read them, and 
the 24 full pages, with many, many 

ures, goes thoroughly into 
the of salvation from the Bi- 
ble. We now have records of about 
1600 people who claim to have 


found Christ through this booklet. 


Prayer Plus Whipping 


“I cannot see the flowers, but 
I can still hear the birds sing.” 
These were words on the lips of 
the mother of Sergeant Alvin York, 
the great hero of. the first World 
War. Mrs. York died recently. She 
was a woman of rugged Christian 
character. and simple Christian 
faith, She told her son when he 
was going off to war, “You fight. 
I will stay at home and work and 
pray.” Great men are the sons of 
great mothers. The world needs 
mothers of Christian faith and of 
strong character. “How did you 
bring up such manly sons?” a man 
inquired of a feeble old woman 
whose sons had gone away from 
her to bless the world. “I brought 
them up on prayer and switches,”’ 
the mother said. “I am praying 
for my boy,” a woman said one 
day, “and I am hoping he will be 
a good boy.” “You can help answer 
your prayer by giving the boy a 
good whipping,” the editor told her. 
Prayer is not a substitude for firm- 
ness and discipline. We have some 
very “soft pray-ers.” The world 
needs people with great faith in 
God. Proper faith in God will pro- 
duce strong character. Abraham 
believed God and his character 
grew with the years. The right kind 
of faith is the best foundation on 
which character can be built. There 
is a great deal of sickly sentimen- 
talism that people mistake for 
Christianity. Peter was impulsive 
and rather temperamental, but his 
faith in Jesus Christ turned him 
into a “rock-character.” God can- 
not use mothers who are weak or 
fathers who have no character to 
bring up great sons and daughters 
to bless the world. The old-time, 
rugged Christian mothers had 
something that few mothers have. 
These mothers had much to do with 
laying the foundations of our ci- 
vilization in such a way that the 
house, in spite of all that has been 
done to it by modern, superficial 
women who live for pleasure in- 
stead of God, is still standing. ‘‘She 
that liveth in pleasure is dead while 
she liveth,’”’:so Paul said. The love 
of pleasure has sapped the spirit- 
ual vitality of many mothers. So 
we need not be surprised that chil- 
dren are out-running these mothers 
on the road of sinful pleasure and 
sometimes on the road of moral 
looseness. God give us rugged, 
strong Christian mothers who will 
bring up their children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord! 

——---0 


65 Year Old Man 
saved Through Radio 


A letter from Dr. Ernest I. Re- 
veal, of Evansville Rescue Mission, 
asking the editor to return for a 
fifth engagement at the Evansville 
Rescue. Mission, Evansville, Indi- 
ana, sent along three letters from 
people who had been saved in our 
services there, One of them I want 
to share with readers of The Sword 
of The Lord. It tells of a man saved 
who. had gone sixty-five years 
without Christ until that day, list- 
ening to our broadcast in Evans- 
ville, he was moved to accept 
Christ. The letter follows: 


“Dear Preacher: 


“IT have been listening to the 
broadcast today. The sermon has 
taken so much effect on me that 
I realize that I wanted to accept 
Jesus as my Saviour. I am 65 years 
old, lived what I thought was a 
good honest life. Have a good Chris- 
tian wife but there always was 
something lacking. I realize now 
what a sinner I have been. Was 
about to kill myself until I listened 
to the preaching this week every 
day. Please pray for me that I 
can keep the faith, that the temp- 
tations will not be more than I 
can bear. I want to be baptized the 
first chance I have. I am enclosing 
a small offering. Will be praying 


for you and the Rescue Mission, | 


trusting the good Lord will hear 
my prayers now. 


“I would be pleased to have one 
of the books on Hell you are send- 


ing out, also sample of Rev. Rice’s 
paper 


Your friend, 
(Signed) L 


a l@ 


Is It Scriptural to 
Join a Church 


By the EDITOR 


The following is taken from a 
letter answering the question. 
Dear Friend: 


You are right when you say that 
when you were saved you joined 
the church that Christ is building, 
that Church of the Firstborn who 
will be assembled in Heaven, as 
Hebrews 12:22 tells us. 


However, the word “church” in 
the Bible usually means a local 
congregation, Most of the time the 
word church does not mean the 
body -of Christ, including all the 
saved. For example, in Revelation 
chapters 2 and 3, the Scripture 
talks about the seven churches of 
Asia. They were seven local con- 
gregations in seven different towns. 
Each one of them was a church, 
in the Bible sense and each one of 
them had members who had joined 
that local church, For instance, the 
book of Galatians is addressed to 
“the churches of Galatia’ (Gala- 
tians 1:2). Those were local con- 
gregations, with members. 


Acts 9:26 tells us how Saul, 
newly converted tried to join the 
church or assembly at Jerusalem. 
It says, ‘‘And when Saul was come 
to Jerusalem, he assayed to join 
himself to the disciples: but they 
were all afraid of him, and believed 
not that he was a disciple.’’ Ro- 
mansl16:1, 2 is a church letter com- 
mending Phoebe, and asking the 
church of Rome; “That ye receive 
her in the Lord, as becometh 
saints.” Likewise the brethren in 
Ephesus wrote to the disciples in 
Achaia about Apollos, “exhorting 
the disciples to receive him.’ So 
we can.see that in those days peo- 
ple were received into church fel- 
lowship in local churches. 


Local churches in New Testa- 
ment times had memberships, and 
they sometimes expelled members, 
and were commanded to do so. In 
I Cor. 3:3-5 and in verse 13 of the 
same chapter, Paul commanded the 
church at Corinth, “When ye are 
gathered together” (in official 
church meeting), to 
from yourself that wicked person.” 
When the same man repented, and 
later Paul wrote them to receive 
him back into the church in full 
fellowship. (II Corinthians 2:5-8). 


So we see that the idea of local 
congregations of Christians, called 
churches, were not invented by 
men, but by the Lord. All of us 
who are saved are in that invisible 
church, the body of Christ, but all 
saved people ought also to join lo- 


cal congregation of Christians and 


fulfill their:duty to the local con- 
gregation, not forsaking the as- 
sembling of themselves together. 
That is why I suggested, in the 
little booklet ‘“‘What Must I Do to 
Be Saved,” that each one, after he 
has trusted Christ as Saviour, 
should join a church, 


I thank you for your letter and 
pray God will richly bless you. 


In Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice. 


Wloiiatatha 


Nr. Muskegon, Mich., Dr.H.H.Savage, Director 


VACATION - BIBLE 


CONFERENCE 
July 4 to Sept. 6 


Perfectly meets our national need for spirit- 
ual, mental, and physical renewal. Hear 
great speakers and leading musicians. Enjoy 
stimulating fellowship and recreation for all 
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New Music & Art School 
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courses, Class and private lessons. Vocal, 
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“Maranatha” Bible Conference 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Friday, June 18, 191943 -™ 


J HOW A LOST SHEEP GOT HOME 


(Continued from page one) 


parable, as told by the sheep! But 
with a little careful thought many 
readers will recognize the supposed 
language of the lost sheep as the 
usual talk of many. Christians. 


Many Christians talk about how. 


they found the Saviour, not how 
the Saviour found them. They 
speak as if they were getting safe 
to Heaven by following the Shep- 
herd, instead of being carried on 
His shoulders! They speak as if 
they expected to get home safe 
to the eternal fold with the Good 
Shepherd, “holding out faithful to 
the end.” They talk as if people 
got saved by “weeping their way 
to Calvary,” “praying through.” 
You can very well see that the 
story does not coincide with the 
story as told by the Shepherd Him- 
self, the Lord Jesus. The sheep 
seems to think that he did most of 
it, but the Lord Jesus clearly 
teaches that He does it all. 

Now let us examine the Scrip- 
ture in Luke 15:4-7, carefully, and 
notice the following points. 


|. The Shepherd Found the Sheep 


_ No one was ever saved who was 
not first sought by the Saviour. 
Some people give the impression 
that they sought God for years and 
could not find Him. How foolish 
that is! God was ready to forgive 
and save the first moment you ev- 
er did wrong, and you never did 
seek Him! Even when you heard 
of His love and mercy, you rejected 
Him. He sent the Holy Spirit to 


convict and warn you. He 
sent someone to tell you the 
gospel and urge you to be 


saved. He called and called. Per- 
haps at long last you allowed the 
dear Saviour to take you into His 
arms and forgive you and save you. 
But remember that the Saviour 
sought you and found you, and you 
were saved the. very first second 
you were willing to trust Him and 
surrender wholly to Him as your 
own . Saviour. David prayed .in 
Psalm 119:176, “I have gone astray 
like a lost sheep;-seek thy servant; 
for I do not forget thy command- 
ments.” As pitifully helpless as a 


_,..lost..sheep, is a poor lost sinner. 


The wickedness, the perverseness, 
the self-will of an wunregenerate 
heart keep us from seeking God. 
But He seeks us. And the very 
moment you were willing to let 
Him be your Saviour, He came in 
to forgive and make you God’s 
child. The first moment the lost 
sheep was willing to be found and 
carried home, the Saviour found 
him, took him upon His shoulders, 


_ and carried him home. 


It is not at all to our credit 
that we are saved. The credit be- 
longs to the Lord Jesus Christ 
who sought us and found us. 


2. The Sheep Did Not Have to 
Beg to Be Rescued! 


No argument, no pleading was 
necessary. The Shepherd was look- 
. ing for the lost sheep. He came 
to rescue him. So the Saviour sim- 
bly says, “And when he hath found 
it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing.” So it is never proper to 
say that a lost sinner “wept his 
way to Calvary.” That is not the 
way sinners get to Calvary. 


“Could my tears forever flow, 
Could my zeal no languor know, 

‘These for sin could not atone, 
Thou must save and thou alone.” 


So it is never necessary to “pray 
through” for salvation. Those who 
use such language about salvation 
would leave the impression that 
God is hard-hearted, that He is 
not much concerned about saving 


sinners, that He is far off and that 


' His hard. heart may only be 
" touched by much weeping and 
- pleading and promises. What a 
slander that is against a good and 


Bi holy God who so loved the world 
» that He gave His Son to die on the 


cross! And what a misunderstand- 


Sd ing of the free grace of God, pic- 
_ tured at Calvary! 


"’ Iam giad to see tears, as an ev- 
idence of sincerity, when sinners 
- come to trust the Saviour. Yet 
_ people may be just as sincere.who 
_do not weep. I miyself, when I came 
_to Christ as a nine-year-old boy, 
“had no tears and I wondered why 
_ others wept. God never promised 

salvation to those that weep for it. 

_ Saviour simply promised that, 
, | caring | poureet in aim shail 
not perish, bu ve everlasting 
‘life’? (John 3:16), and that “He 


bas Fo : 


pes eOgt anor 


that believeth on me hath everlast- 
ing life” (John 6:47). The question 
with God is not whether you came 
weeping, whether you came kneel- 
ing, but simply whether you came 
‘to Christ. If. you did come to Je- 
sus in your heart, by which I mean 
of you did turn to Him in penitent 
faith, then He received you. God 
is already willing to save every 
poor sinner in the world. The mo- 
ment any poor sinner is willing to 
be saved on God’s terms, he is 
saved instantly. To teach that a 
period of mourning, a period of 
pleading and waiting on God, is 
necessary before God will save 
sinners is utterly contrary to the 
teaching of the Bible. It places the 
emphasis on man instead of on 
God. It places the emphasis _on 
works instead of on grace. 


But if we cannot earn our Ssal- 
vation by works we cannot earn 
it by tears. If we cannot earn our 
salvation by days of labor we can- 
not earn it by nights of prayer. 
There is no long drawn-out process 
to salvation. The instant one re- 
ceives the Saviour he is_ saved. 
Why. should I have to “pray 
through” for that for which Jesus 
Himself has already “paid 
through?” A mother travails in 
birth, but the babe does not. So 
Christ suffered to pay for the sins 
of sinners, but the sinner goes free, 
without suffering, when he trusts 
Christ. His sins are already paid 


“his. being 


for on the cross. We need not pay 
for what Christ has already paid 
for. 


Bible conversions were always 
simple, and always an instantan- 
eous matter. Sinners may be con- 
victed before they are _ saved, 
struggle with God before they are 
saved, but that is always a part 
of our wicked self-will. The instant 
any poor sinner is willing to re- 
ceive Christ and depend upon Him, 
he has salvation and everlasting 
life. 


3.. The Sheep Did Not Follow the 
Shepherd Home: He Was Carried 


On the Shepherd's Shoulders! 


I could. imagine the shepherd 
angrily driving the sheep before 
him, threatening the poor sheep 
with his rod, and belaboring it ev- 
ery time it got out of the trail. 
And I could imagine that finally 
the shepherd’s patience might be 
exhausted and he might say to the 
wilful sheep, ‘‘Go on in the wilder- 
ness, then, if you must, and be lost. 
I will chase you no more! You’re 
not worth saving anyway!” But I 
am thinking of a human shepherd, 
when I think that way, and not of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And that 
is not the picture given us here 
by the Saviour Himself. Rather 
He said, “And when he hath found 
it, he Jayeth it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing, And when he cometh 
home, he calleth together his 
friends and neighbours, saying un- 
to them, Rejoice with me, for I 


have found my sheep which was. 


lost.”’ 


Oh, my heart leaps for joy as 
I realize that I am not struggling 
on toward Heaven. I am not a 
‘way-worn traveler’ trying to 
make my way to Heaven. My get- 
ting to Heaven doesn’t depend on 
my walk, on my struggling, on my 
faithfulness. I am not following 
the Saviour to Heaven. In the mat- 
ter of salvation I am not even 
walking; I am being carried! The 
shepherd picked up the sheep and 
laid it on his shoulders behind his 
neck. With one hand he grasped 
the front feet of the sheep and with 
the other hand, on the other side, 
he grasped the hind feet of the 
sheep. And thus the shepherd plod- 
ed the long weary path back to the 
fold. Getting home safely depended 
on the shepherd, not on the sheep. 
Oh, what a difference between be- 
ing carried to Heaven, and trying 
to get there by your own perse- 
verance* and struggling! | 


I don’t think that poor sheep put 
up any foolish arguments about 
: “qa free marge 5 agent,” 
and therefore he might fail to fol- 
low the right path and might not 
get home safe to the fold. He had 
better sense than that, and all of 
us ought to have better sense than 
that. The sheep didn’t want down, 


wanted down! The sheep simply 
surrendered to the shepherd and 


the shepherd took all the respon- 


and he couldn’t get down if he| their 


| 


sibility for getting the sheep home| 


to the fold. 


The Saviour was talking about 
Himself and His sheep when He 
said, “My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me: 
And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, nei- 
ther shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand” (John 10:27, 28). 


That wandering sheep knew, no 
doubt, that he had been a bad 
Sheep. He had wandered, but he 
got enough of wandering. He ‘had 
gone away from the shepherd, but 
he was glad to hear the shepherd’s 
voice, and knew the _ shepherd's 
voice, and no doubt he met the 
Shepherd gladly and surrendered 
to Him. I think that poor sheep 
had had enough of the wilderness. 
He was sick and tired of the hun- 
ger, the loneliness, the danger, and 
the lost-ness. If he had good sense, 
he rested contentedly on the shep- 
herd’s shoulder while he was car- 
ried home! 


It may be the sheep wiggled a 
good deal and struggled sometimes 
and caused the shepherd trouble, as 
sheep sometimes do, even Christ’s 
sheep, It may be that the shepherd 
stopped long enough to rap the 
sheep with His crook, before hang- 
ing the crook on his arm again and 
continuing the journey to the fold. 
God does chasten His children, and 
good shepherds chasten their sheep 
when it is necessary. But the sheep 
got safe home, without any exer- 
tion of his own. And so-all of us 
who are Christ’s sheep are carried 
safe to Heaven by the wonderful 
loving mercy of Jesus Christ. 


And so we are told in Ephesians 
2:8, 9, “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works,.lest any man should 
boast.” Salvation is wholly of 
grace and not of works. None of 
us deserved salvation before we 
got it. None of us deserve it now. 
All of us ought to be in Hell, and 
would be if we had what we justly 
deserve. 


4. It Is the Shepherd Who Will 

Get The Praise, and Be the Center 

Of Rejoicing in Heaven; and not 
The Sheep! 


In Luke 15:6 the Lord Jesus tells 
us of the joy over a sinner’s con- 
version, illustrated by the way a 
shepherd calls his friends and 
neighbors together saying unto 
them, “Rejoice with me; for I have 
found my sheep which was lost.” 
The shepherd plainly says, “I have 
found my sheep.” No one says that 
the sheep found the shepherd. The 
friends and neighbors may rejoice 
at the perseverance, the noble self- 
sacrifice, the faithfulness of the 
shepherd, but no one praises the 
poor dumb sheep. The sheep is for- 


tunate, wonderfully blest, to be safe. 


home in the fold instead of lost 
and dying out in the wilderness 
alone, but the sheep deserves no 
credit, and gets no credit for -ar- 
riving safe at the fold. All the 
praise belongs to the shepherd! 


When God formed the wonder- 
ful pian of salvation He had in 
mind what would happen in eterni- 
ty. He planned that in the count- 
less ages of eternity the Lord Jesus 
Christ should have the preeminence 
over all things. It was planned 
that to Him every knee should 
bow and every tongue confess. And 
so we are told, “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, LEST ANY 
MAN SHOULD BOAST.” God de- 
termined ahead of time that He 
would not have us poor sinners 
boasting in Heaven! The only brag- 
ging there will be in Heaven will 
be bragging on the Lord Jesus 
Christ! And every one of us who 
gets to Heaven will know that we 
ought to be in Hell, that it would 
have been our just deserts, and 
that only the faithfulness of Je- 
sus Christ, His -unfailing mercy, 
could have gotten us to Heaven. 


An old song says, 


“Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 

Sin had teft a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 


That pictures the only way any- 
body was ever saved. But some- 
one has lightly paraphrased that 
old song to make it fit those who 
think they are saving themselves 
or keep themselves saved .by 
thei deeds, by their perse- 
verance, by their holding out “oe 


ful. That paraphrase goes 


way: 


Jesus paid a part, 
And I a part, you know. 
Sin had left a little stain, 
We washed it white as snow.” 


That paraphrase, if it represents 
the true heart-attitude of anybody, 
is blasphemy. Sin did not leave a 
little stain; it left a crimson stain. 
Jesus did not pay for a part of 
salvation; He paid it all. It is not 
we, but it is He, who washed us 
white as snow. So when the sheep 
got home to the fold and was put 
down from the Shepherd’s shoul- 
der, I suppose he baa-ed grateful- 
ly, nuzzled the other sheep in glad 
recognition, and crowded to the 
feed-trough. And I can imagine 
that after that he stayed as close 
to the Shepherd as he could. And 
when I get to Heaven I will re- 
joice, I will greet my loved ones 
and acquaintances happily, and 
worship the King. And never, 
through the years of eternity, will 
I take. any credit. Oh, beloved 
Christians, when we get to Heaven 
we would rather have our tongues 
torn out of our resurrected bodies 
than to take any of the praise and 
glory that properly belongs to the 
Lord Jesus Christ! And God grant 
we may begin to feel something of 
the same attitude here. Salvation 
is wholly of grace, and it is not of 
works lest any man should boast! 


In Revelation 5:8, we have a 
scene from the future revealed. 
There we are told how four great 
living creatures, angelic beings 
(wrongly translated beasts) and 
twenty-four elders will praise the 
Lord Jesus, Meditate on these 
striking words: — 


“And when he had taken the 
book, the four beasts and four and 
twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb, having every one of them 
harps, and golden vials full of 
odours, which are the prayers of 
saints. And they sung a new song, 
saying, Thou art worthy to take 
the book, and to open the seals 
thereof: for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation.” 
And following that passage we are 
told that the voice of many angels, 
“ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands’ will 
praise the Lamb with a loud. voice, 
saying, “Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive ‘power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing” 
(verse 12). Then we are told in 
verse 13, “And every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and 
such. as are in the sea, and all that 
are in them, heard I saying, bless- 
ing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth up 
on the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever.” . 


In the midst of that marvelous 
chorus in Heaven, including all the 
seraphim and cherubim, including 
millions of angels, including the 
redeemed, including every beast of 
the earth and air and sea, do you 
think you will raise your puny 
voice in discord to praise yourself 
instead of the Saviour? Do you 
think God will allow any person 
to say, “I persevered; I held out 
faithful; I lived a good life; I en- 
dured to the end. And because of 
my faithfulness I got to Heaven?” 
God forbid it! No, salvation is 
wholly of grace, and ‘‘not of works 
lest any man should boast.’ 


I was that poor lost sheep! The 
Saviour loved me and found me 
and saved me! He laid me on His 
shoulders rejoicing. He carries me 
there today! I do not deserve sal- 
vation, but.I already have it. I do 
not deserve to get to Heaven, but 
I will get there. I will not get to 
Heaven by ewalking nor running 
nor following, but I will be carried 
there, safe on the strong shoulders 
of the Son of God, my Saviour, my 
great Shepherd. 


These words by Horatius Bonar 
express my own heart’s cry today: 


I was a wandering sheep, 
I did not love the fold, 
I did not love my Shepherd’s voice, 
I: would not be controlled; 
I was a wayward child, 
I did not love my home, 
I did not love my Father’s 
I loved afar to roam. — 


The Shepherd .sought His sheep, 
_ ‘The Father sought His child; 
bie 4 followed me o’er vale and 


O’er deserts waste and wild; 
They found me nigh to death, 


voice, 


Famished, and faint, and lone; 

hag bound me with the bands of 
Ove, 

They saved the wandering one. 


I was a wandering sheep, 
I would not be controlled; 
But now I love the Shepherd’s 
voice, 
I love, I love the fold! 
I was a wayward child; 
I once preferred to roam; 
But now I love my Father’s voice, 
I love, I love His home! 


Some person who reads this is 
a poor lost sinner. Dare you say 
that you have not sinned? Do you 
dare say that you have not fallen 
short of the glory of God? You 
have broken God’s law. You have 
wandered far away from the will 
of God. Perhaps you have taken 
His name, that holy name that is 
above every name, in blasphemy on 
your cursing lips. It may be that 
you have been drunken, or a thief, 
or a liar. It may be that you have 
avoided the house of God. It may 
be you have despised the Word of 
God, the Bible, and never read it. 
Perhaps you have a lustful and an 
adultrous mind, and perhaps there 
are dark and wicked secrets in 
your life that you try to hide. But 
worse than all these, you are 4 
Christ-rejecting sinner. You have 
gone away from the Shepherd. You 
have turned to your own way. You 
are self-willed and stubborn, and 
you think that your way is the 
right way. You are a poor lost 
sheep! You need the Saviour. 


He has. come for you today. The 


dear Shepherd has bleeding hands 


and bleeding feet, for as Jesus 
Himself said, “I.am the. good shep- 
herd: the good shepherd giveth his 


life for the sheep’ (John 10:11).. 


So your sins are all paid for. 


Do not try to save yourself. Do not 
try to make yourself worthy. Ra- 
ther confess to Christ that you are 
a poor, undone, Hell-deserving sin- 
ner, and that you have no way to 
be saved except through His mercy, 
His loving forgiveness, His blood 
poured out on Calvary for sinners 
like you and me. Will you confess 
that to Him today? 


Then trust Him now as your own 


‘Saviour. Tell Him plainly that you 


trust Him, that you receive Him, 


that you give Him your heart to 
day. The very moment you trust 
Him, risk Him, depend upon Him. 
The moment you accept Him as 
your own Saviour, depending on 
Him for forgiveness, then He is 
your Saviour, your Shepherd, and 
you are lost no more, but are 
found! | 


If you will take Christ as your 


own Saviour, then, I beg you, write 
and tell me so, and how glad I 
will be! I will write you a letter of 
instruction and encouragement. 
And when you have settled it def- 
initely, then tell your loved ones 
and confess Christ openly and set 
out to live for the dear Saviour be- 
cause He has forgiven you and 
saved you with such a wonderful 
salvation, 


Can you honestly and with all 
your heart sign this statement, 
taking Christ as your own Sav- 
ionr? If you can, then either clip 
it out and mail it, or write me a 
card or a letter, telling me that 
you have trusted Christ as your 
Saviour. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor, 
The Sword of The Lord, 


145 North Hale Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


| Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read 
“How a Lost Sheep Got Home,” 
in The Sword of The Lord, I re- 
alize that I am a poor sinner, that 
I have gone .astray like a lost 
sheep. But here and now I accept 
Christ as my own. personal Sav- 
iour. Repenting of my sins, I de- 
pend upon Christ to forgive me to- 
day and save me with an everlast- 
ing salvation. I will confess Him 
before men and try to serve Him 
the rest of my life, by His help. 
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your sermon on. 
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